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Health Center pulls
spermicide condoms
Risk of STDs
increases with use
of nonoxynol 9
By Elizabeth Nguyen
Daily Staff Writer
San Jose State University has
decided to discontinue the distribution of condoms containing
the spermicide nonoxynol 9
— an agent that kills sperm and
is used as a contraceptive, said
a representative of the Student
Health Center.
Condoms containing nonoxynol 9 cause irritation to the
urinary tract, making women more
vulnerable to sexually transmitted
diseases, said Jennifer Lehmbeck,
a peer health coordinator at the
Student Health Center.
The school stopped distributing the condoms because in
the last couple of years research
from organizations such as the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention stated that nonoxynol 9
— also called N-9 — may increase
the risk of sexually transmitted
diseases, she said.

“It’s not a more effective way
of preventing disease than it is at
preventing pregnancy,” Lehmbeck
said. “We no longer carry the
Lifestyles (condom) that was
lubricated with N-9. We still carry
Lifestyles (brand), just not with
N-9.”
Many students are not
aware that condoms containing
nonoxynol 9 may put them at risk
for diseases like herpes and HIV,
she said.
“We have had a few students
coming in interested in N-9
condoms,” Lehmbeck said. “Some
people in health science may know,
but most of the information is
available in medical journals, not
in the mass media.”
Improper use of nonxoynol 9
condoms can cause problems for
people’s health, Lehmbeck said.
“It’s important for them to
know the whole story,” she said.
“Herpes and HPV is contracted
by skin-on-skin contact. So having
open sores will put people at risk.”
Using the spermicide can
increase the risk of contracting
HIV, Lehmbeck said.
“I think that has a lot to do with
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Jobs shipped overseas
Campaign issue hits
home in Silicon Valley
By Dan King
Daily Staff Writer
President George Bush has called John Kerry
an economic isolationist, while Kerry has accused
Bush of catering to big business at the expense of

American workers.
The off-shoring of white-collar jobs has hit the
big time. With some programming jobs moving
to high-tech firms in India and China, the loss of
high-tech jobs has become a campaign issue.
Forrester Research is an industry leader in research for various high-tech clients. In a December
2003 press release, it reported on the size, or lack
thereof, of the perceived off-shoring problem.
Forrester Research estimates that more than
3 million jobs, many in the high-tech industry,
will move overseas by 2015, but that the problem
is small now, with only 5 percent of the Fortune

1,000 fully taking advantage of offshore outsourcing — information technology services spending
offshore from 40 to 50 percent.
San Jose businessman Mark Waters, founder of
Waterware Internet Services, isn’t concerned about
the jobs American industry is losing. He equates
the high-tech jobs moving offshore to bricklaying.
He said the days of “grunt programming” being
considered high-tech are in the past, and the new
definition of high-tech should include more
specialized and sophisticated tasks.

see OFFSHORE, page 4

A Passover celebration

see CONDOMS, page 4

SJSU debate squad
thinks fast on feet
By Colin Kutch
Daily Staff Writer
Not all arguments lead to fighting,
breaking up or flaring tempers. The
San Jose State University Forensics
debate squad offers the opportunity to
speak out in an atmosphere that thrives
on strong opinions and quick thinking,
according to team members.
“We want the students to know
that we’re here,” said Audie Lashgari,
a senior communication studies major.
“We represent the school in a positive
way.”
Lashgari and Carrie Lawrence
came in second place in the team
competition at the Novice National
Parliamentary Debate Tournament in
Houston in March.
Lawrence, a senior communication
studies major, said forensics is both
educational and fun.
“It’s thinking on your feet,” she
said.
Alex Kramer, a lecturer in communication studies and the assistant director of the forensics squad, said forensics
is a forum of public debate, which dates
back to Aristotle in ancient Greece. He

said television shows like “CSI: Crime
Scene Investigation” demonstrate the
use of forensic arguments to solve
crimes.
The SJSU forensics squad debates
current events such as domestic
economic policy and Supreme Court
rulings, among many other topics.
“It combines competitiveness and at
the same time is an interactive way to
exercise the mind,” Lashgari said.
D.J. Reid, a junior political science
major, said he uses forensics to prepare
for law school. He was a semifinalist at
the University of the Pacific forensics
tournament in January.
“It shows people I’m always right,”
he said.
In the impromptu speech competition, two minutes of preparation is
allowed before a two-minute speech.
Another category of competition is
the extemporaneous debate. It consists
of 15 minutes of preparation before a
moderated two-on-two debate.
Jenn Sullivan, a senior communication studies major, has been on the
team for four years. She received the

Photos by Nicholas R. Wright / Daily Staff
ABOVE: The Star of David casts a shadow on the wall of the Hillel House just before sunset during the second day of the Jewish
Passover on Tuesday. Jews celebrate Passover to commemorate their
freedom from Egyptian bondage, which took place about 3,500
years ago. The story of their emancipation is told in the first 15
chapters of the biblical book of Exodus.
LEFT: Michael Avrukin, center, a sophomore computer science major,
receives a cup of wine from Quelise Schroeder, a junior history
major, during the second Seder, a Passover meal, at the Hillel House
on William Street in San Jose. Also pictured is Katherine Mueller, a
sophomore political science major at the University of Judaism in
Los Angeles.

see DEBATE, page 4

Search for best way to campus
finds light rail to be the fastest

Smoothing it out ...

By Maria Villalobos
Daily Staff Writer
In an effort to find the fastest way to get to San
Jose State University, I tested five different options
— light rail was the fastest. Each form of transportation has both a negative and positive aspect.
Each day I left my house on Cottle Road in
south San Jose at roughly 8:30 a.m. headed for
Dwight Bentel Hall, a trip of about eight miles.

Andrew Hendershot / Daily Staff
Brett Dolly, a senior mechanical engineering major, sands a fiberglass panel in the Engineering building on Monday. The panel will be used on Dolly’s senior project, a four-wheel drive hovercraft.

Monday, March 15, 8:30 a.m.
I opted to drive my car on Monterey Road to
the Seventh Street garage because in the mornings,
Highway 85, 87 and 101 have the metering lights
on and the roads are always jampacked.
The Monterey Road route has its own traffic as
well, but I would rather hit lights than be stuck in
bumper-to-bumper traffic on the highways.
Listening to my choice of music to pass the time
and eating and drinking were definitely advantages.
The disadvantages however were the price of gas,
the stress factor, polluting the environment, mileage
on my car and the possibility of accidents.
Arrival time at the garage was 8:53.

The third and fourth floors of course were full,
so I ended up on the fifth floor. I was amazed there
were still parking spots available on this floor. By 8:
58, I trekked off to Dwight Bentel Hall and arrived
at 9:04.
My overall estimated time was 34 minutes
— not bad.
There were times in the past when I’ve tried to
park in the garage, but instead of saving time, I just
drove in circles and wasted my gas and my time.
Therefore, I was pleasantly surprised about the
time.
Tuesday, March 16, 8:30 a.m.
I drove my car to a garage above the Camera 3
movie theater. I took Monterey Road for the same
reasons above. This drive wasn’t stressful, but to
park here was 75 cents every 20 minutes or $15 for
the day and free after 6 p.m.
I had to be on campus from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
This garage was definitely easier than the ones on
campus. There were no speed bumps but they had
construction going on, so safety cones were in the
way — a little confusing, but the time was OK.
I arrived at 8:57 and found parking on the fourth
floor. I walked to Dwight Bentel Hall and was in
class by 9:02.
My overall estimated time was 32 minutes.
Wednesday, March 17, 8:30 a.m.
I drove my car to Park and Ride lot on Seventh
Street. I arrived at 9 a.m. A long line had already

see TRANSPORTATION, page 4
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Opposing Should Indian casinos be allowed to
Views: expand in order to help California’s
state budget?
YES

Expansion of casinos could generate as
much as $1 billion for state in future

NO

Debt is a frightening and lonely world bogged down with high interest and
never-ending payments. Just ask anyone with a mortgage in California.
It is no secret that California is currently up to its eyeballs in debt, with
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger calling for cuts in higher education and tuition
increases at the same time, among other things.
In order to prevent further budget cuts and bond measures, Schwarzenegger
should allow gaming casinos to expand in order to help ease the financial noose
around California’s neck.
According to a report in Gambling Magazine, Schwarzenegger is willing to
let gaming casinos, a $6 billion industry, expand their businesses in California
in exchange for a larger sum of gambling revenues, calling for a $500 million
contribution for the 2004-05 fiscal year and perhaps as much as $1 billion in
the future.
Currently, tribes are limited to two casinos and 2,000 slot machines.
Although no new limits have been set for gaming tribes to expand, an April
1 Associated Press report stated that gaming casinos would be allowed to
include “Las Vegas-style” games such as roulette
and craps while also increasing the number of
slot machines.
In addition, gaming casinos have been one
of the few sources of job growth in California
in recent years, according to a March 14 article
in the San Diego Union-Tribune, so expansion
could lead to more jobs in the state.
Those who would argue that it is immoral for
the state to allow more gambling are clearly not
seeing the whole picture.
Gambling is as much a part of American life
DIEGO ABELOOS
as any other recreational activity we enjoy. From
betting on a college basketball game with friends to buying a lottery ticket to
dropping a few coins in a slot machine, gambling is an accepted practice in
many circles of American culture.
Some might also argue that California would be profiting from the misfortunes of others, namely those with an addiction to gambling.
California is already making money from addictions, such as smoking.
Proposition 99, passed by voters in 1998, put a 25-cent tax on each pack
of cigarettes sold in California. Granted, the money is used for programs to
educate Californians about the dangers of smoking, but additional casino
money would also be used for a good cause — settling our debts and easing the
burden on future generations.
Proposition 57, which passed on March 2 and calls for California to borrow
$15 billion to help pay off its debt, will be paid back over a span of approximately nine years. This will clearly have a financial effect on this generation of
Californians.
In addition, Proposition 58 will not allow California to borrow its way out
of debt in the future, which may lead to further cuts in programs and hikes in
college tuition if California doesn’t get it together financially.
Both propositions make the need for additional financial help from gaming
casinos even more necessary. Although the additional funds are financial blips
on the radar screen as far as the state budget is concerned, anything helps.

Imagine for just a second that you live in a relatively large city with a
relatively large amount of undeveloped land.
You’re walking to the grocery store one evening to pick up the regular
odds and ends. On the way, you pass by a large, noisy, Vegas-style casino, then
another, and another. In fact, as you pause to take a good look at the city you
inhabit, you notice that it’s dotted with these establishments.
Sound far-fetched? Maybe, but if Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger allows the
expansion of Indian casinos in exchange for paying their “fair share,” as he calls
it, that scenario could be one step closer to reality.
Currently, Schwarzenegger is in talks with a number of California Indian
tribes to work out a deal with them, wherein they would contribute $1 billion
in funds in exchange for the opportunity to expand their gaming operations,
which already pull in about $5 billion per year with 54 casinos operating
statewide.
Tribal casinos currently do not pay income, corporate, state or federal taxes
because Indian tribes are recognized as sovereign
nations.
Although it is not yet known how much
expansion would be allowed, a representative
for one tribe has said that the expansion has the
potential to be “limitless,” according to the San
Diego Union-Tribune.
While on paper it sounds like a sweet deal for
Indian tribes and a lot of cash for California’s
struggling economy, after a closer look the
agreement is a much bigger gamble than it would
appear.
ZAKK JONES
For starters, Indian gaming has flourished
in spite of efforts by the California government to curb its growth. During
the five years that former Gov. Gray Davis was in office, the industry tripled,
despite Davis’ limitation of two casinos per tribe, with no more than 2,000 slot
machines per casino.
Allowing further expansion of the industry not only poses the risk of seeing
the state overrun by Nevada-style casinos — which California tribes already
have a state-sanctioned monopoly on — it would make California more
dependent on gambling money than it’s ever been.
This would in turn make the state’s gambling interests much more powerful, in a state that already contains many high-ranking politicians who rely on
Indian gaming donations.
And while it is true that it may turn out that gambling operations will only
be allowed to grow on tribal land, there is little to stop the tribes from buying
up lots and putting pressure on the government to declare it as tribal land.
This coincides with a recent effort by gaming tribes to pass two statewide
initiatives that would allow them to collect a larger portion of California’s
gambling profits.
And to say nothing of the largely negative effect that casinos have had on
local communities, namely environmental concerns, crime rate increases and a
rise in automobile accidents.
Gov. Schwarzenegger needs to reconsider what is at stake for California, its
citizens and its businesses before he makes any promises. Although California
is in dire straits financially, are we so desperate that we need to further put
ourselves at risk of becoming slaves to even more controlling interests?

Diego Abeloos is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
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“Yes. The state’s budget
is completely a mess and
whatever money that
can be raised to help the
state is good.”
Andrea Schulz
freshman,
communications
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“No. I don’t think so.
It actually hurts more
people that gamble.”

“Yes. I think they should
because if they’re
bringing in money, then
they’re helping us.”

“No. They’re already
making so much money.
I don’t think they need to
expand.”

Sam Ford

Carlina Harris

Leif Pilar

senior,
industrial technology

senior,
aviation

freshman,
business
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“Yes. I don’t see a
problem with it. I mean,
they were here first,
technically, and they do
run a good, fair business.”
Matt Steben
senior,
psychology
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“No. I think it’s
important to not have
casinos because the environment isn’t good for
communities.”
Jarrod Fisher
senior,
business management
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Submissions may be placed in the Letters to the Editor
box at the Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall,
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TRANSPORTATION |
continued from page 1
formed while students waited for a
bus. By the time I parked and walked
up, a bus arrived and I didn’t have to
wait long or catch another bus like I
had in the past.
At 9:03, I hopped on the bus along
with a large group of students and it
wasn’t long before the bus was full of
students who endured the longest and
worst trip, the bumpy ride.
The bus stopped in front of Duncan Hall at 9:13, and soon everyone
pushed and shoved their way out. It
was 9:15 by the time I got to Dwight
Bentel Hall.
My overall estimated time was 45
minutes — the longest so far and the
worst.
Thursday, March 18, 8:30 a.m.
I took Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (the bus). The
bus leaves across the street from my
house every 15 minutes. I hopped on
the No. 68 bus exactly on the dot. The
bus was empty, clean and new-looking. The bus headed onto Monterey
Road, and I was surprised that the
ride was so comfortable.
The bus made 19 stops to either
pick up or drop off someone, and
each stop was no more than five
seconds — the bus was moving by the
time the passenger paid their fare or
flashed their pass to the driver.
I got off at Paseo de San Antonio,
the 19th stop, and it was 9 a.m. I
walked to Dwight Bentel Hall and
it was 9:04 — this was easy and nonstressful, but the time difference was
no different than taking the car and

parking at the Seventh Street Garage.
The advantage was the ride gave me
time to read the newspaper or catch
up on some homework.

•
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•
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Shooting for perfection ...

Friday, March 19, 8:30a.m.
Light rail arrives every 15 minutes,
so I hopped on the 8:28 a.m. train
— also across the street from my
house. The train stopped at nine
stations before I got off at the Paseo
de San Antonio stop at 8:51.
The train wasn’t full yet, but by the
time I got downtown, it was a little
packed — not too bad I figured, because most students don’t have classes
on Friday. I’ve taken light rail for the
last two years and at times it does get
packed, but it has been reliable.
Like with the bus, light rail gave
me a few minutes to review any
homework and catch up on some
reading. I got to Dwight Bentel Hall
at 8:55. Wow, this was the fastest.
To recap the week
I enjoyed driving my own car but
there was a lot of stress involved, not
to mention what I spent on gas and
the pressure I had trying to find a
parking spot in the campus garage.
Then I got frustrated when I
parked my car at the Park and Ride
lot only to take an overcrowded bus
to campus.
The most reasonable and least
troublesome was public transportation. I took advantage of the Tower
Card with the Associated Students
VTA sticker that students got when
they registered for school, and I saved
money on gas while helping our
environment.

Nicholas Wright / Daily Staff

CONDOMS |
continued from page 1
open sores,” she said, “especially
if there is (condom) breakage or if
they’re using the spermicide alone.”
David Mayer, the president of
Mayer Laboratories Inc. in Oakland,
which makes Kimono and Maxx
brand condoms, said his company
has ceased production of condoms
that contain nonoxynol 9.
“One of the reasons (Mayer
Laboratories) decided to take N-9
condoms off the market is because
in large studies conducted by the
Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, the World Health Organization and the Joint United Nations Programme on AIDS showed
that women and gay men had an
increase in HIV and other STDs
when they used N-9 condoms,”
Mayer said. “(The studies) showed
the reason was that N-9 condoms
causes irritation to the urinary tract
and rectal tissues.”
The irritation and sores makes
people more vulnerable to HIV,
Mayer said.
He said that on March 22 his
company took thousands of N-9
condoms off the market and shredded them in a commercial shredder.
“When you have two of the
largest disease-prevention agencies
recommending to stop (N-9) usage,
it sends a message to me to stop
using it and take it off the market,”
Mayer said. “The CDC’s statements
were made over a year-and-a-half
ago. (Shredding the condoms) sends
a message that consumers haven’t

been getting that message.”
Mayer said he hopes to get
more people to throw away those
condoms.
“We’re sending a message to
our competitors to do the same,”
he said.
Bart Broome, a founder of
www.stopn9condoms.com
and
a legislative staffer for state Assemblyman Paul Koretz (D-West
Hollywood), said he hopes his Web
site will encourage the Food and
Drug Administration to ban the use
of N-9 condoms.
“We’ve got support from
organizations like the American
Association of HIV Medicine and
the Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center,” Broome said. “We’re
pleased with the amount of support
we’ve received.”
He and Assemblyman Koretz
launched the Web site because they
are angry, Broome said.
“If they care about their
customers, they would have stopped
doing this a long time ago,” he said.
“If there’s an additional benefit
(beyond) preventing pregnancy, then
they should continue using it. But
there isn’t.”
When nonoxynol 9 was studied
in the 1990s, it was found to prevent
HIV in test tubes and condom
manufacturers quickly put it on the
market, Broome said.
“How do you reverse 10 years of
education?” he said. “They have no
additional benefit over condoms. If
it says spermicide on the box, don’t
buy it.”

DEBATE |
continued from page 1
third-place Parliamentary Debate
Speaker Award at the University of
the Pacific tournament in January.
Even with her experience, she said,
debating is never easy.
“We generally aim to take it to
a real-world level,” she said. “Lack
of time forces you to have to stay
focused.”
One thing in general the team
agrees on is the judging system has
inherent flaws.
Kramer, the assistant director, said
the judging system is subjective and
varies by personal opinion.
Genelle Austin-Lett, a communication studies lecturer and the
director of the forensics squad, said
SJSU’s forensics history started in the
1920s and nearly collapsed because of
budget cuts in the ’80s.
Kramer said Austin-Lett saved the
team 13 years ago and the team now
competes against other colleges across
the nation through communication
studies funding.
Team members also get college
credit, signing up for the team
through the communication studies
Activity Projects in Forensics courses.
“Everyone can do it, given a few
hours,” said Elijah Keyes, a senior
communication studies major.
Austin-Lett said the 12-member
team is performing at a competitive
level against universities all across the
country. Of the 87 schools that com-

peted at the Stanford Parliamentary
Tournament in March, SJSU placed
19th, beating both Yale and Duke.
The team competes in about 15
tournaments a year, she said.
Practice runs Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in Hugh
Gillis Hall, room 229. Austin-Lett
said interested students are welcome
to watch.
She said the team is preparing for
the National Parliamentary Debate
Association National Tournament at
California State University Northridge, which starts today.
“That’s the Super Bowl,” she said.
“It’s huge.”

Roderick Bersamina, left, a junior public relations major, twirls a rifle while Matthew McGinnis, a sophomore aviation major, inspects
the butt of another rifle on the lawn in front of MacQuarrie Hall on Monday. The two ROTC Air Force cadets participate in San Jose State
University’s “Red Thunder” precision drill unit.

OFFSHORE | Movement of jobs a ‘byproduct of globalization’
continued from page 1
Sigurd Meldal, the chair of San
Jose State University’s computer
engineering department, disagrees
with the bricklaying concept.
“If you think of offshore
programmers as bricklayers, you
will end up with bricks,” he said.
“The idea ignores that Indian and
Chinese programmers are extremely
capable.”
Meldal believes the reason why
the loss of American high-tech jobs
is so much in the news is because
locality isn’t nearly as important as
it was in the past. A byproduct of
globalization is that industry can
find the most cost-effective person
to do the job regardless of location.
Yoseph Malkin, an SJSU junior
in the electrical engineering department, said he is a little worried about
the off-shoring of high-tech jobs but
not concerned enough to support
government protectionism.
“If there is a cheaper and better
way to do this, then I’ll have to learn
to live with it,” he said. “I’ll have to
figure out something else to do. The
government couldn’t step in and save
the buggy-whip makers, and they
shouldn’t step in to save high-tech
jobs.”
But the government is taking
action. California State Sen. Liz
Figueroa (D-Fremont) introduced a
public contracts bill in February that
would prohibit companies from bidding on government contracts if any
of the work is to be done overseas.
Figueroa chairs the Senate Business
and Professions Committee.
According to her Web site, she
is also planning on submitting a bill
to the committee that will require
industry to inform the state if more
than 20 jobs move overseas and a
third bill that will address privacy
issues.
“Californians are at risk as more
and more companies shift jobs to
developing countries,” Figueroa
said during committee hearings.
“As these technical jobs relocate in
other countries, personal, financial
and medical data is threatened and

becomes vulnerable to exploitation.
Unfortunately, California’s tough
privacy laws do not apply overseas.”
According to a press release
from the Information Technology
Association of America, a group of
400 U.S. information technology
businesses, the industry should oppose the California measures.
“No matter how difficult, we
must lead by example in global markets,” wrote Jeff Lande, senior vice
president of the association. “Waves
of innovation
have changed
conventional
thinking in the
last 50 years. I
am confident
this
will
happen again,
and America
will
once
again be the
beneficiary.”
Toxteth
O’Grady
—
possibly
not his real
name — fits
the profile of
a ticked-off programmer. He frequently writes on Web-site forums
related to American high-tech job
loss to foreign competition.
“There is a decided difference
between conducting global trade and
off-whoring,” he said in a response
on the Capital Grilling Web site.
“Trade is exchange of goods between
two partners in different locations,
on the basis of mutual consideration.
Off-whoring is a company moving
its production from one location to
another in search of cheaper labor.”
Steven Corriveau, an SJSU
senior electrical engineering major,
said he isn’t sure where he stands.
“I’d like jobs to stay here for
my own benefit, but I’m not sure
what is better for the big picture,”
he said.
As an employer and small-business owner, Mark Waters, whose
company has five employees in San
Jose and various contract employees
in the United States and China,

has strong opinions on outsourcing
offshore.
“We can’t build a big moat
around our jobs,” he said. “Just like
when Detroit autoworker jobs went
overseas, there were plenty of higherlevel jobs created for Americans.”
Waters said there is a need for
offshore outsourcing. He said as
a small, independent start-up, his
company depends on offshore
workers.
“In order for Waterware to remain
competitive, we
have to embrace
off-shoring,”
Waters
said
about his business. “Software
programming
has become a
commodity, and
it’s important
we are able to
find the best
price.”
Waters
also said the
cost
savings
of
working
with a foreign
workforce has been overreported.
While direct costs in India and
China can be as little as 10 percent
of the cost of domestic labor, after
management and communication
costs, the savings are closer to only
50 percent.
Meldal, the chair of SJSU
computer engineering, said that they
have recently proposed more classes
in project leadership and team management in his department.

“We can’t build
a big moat
around our jobs.”

- Mark Waters,
small-business owner,
San Jose

“We aren’t making systematic
changes in response to outsourcing
jobs overseas,” he said, “but we
are constantly changing our curriculum in response to the changing
industry.”
Meldal doesn’t believe it is time to
completely eliminate basic programming classes.
He drew an analogy between basic programming skills and English
grammar skills.
“It’s critical to know English
grammar when writing the great
American novel,” he said. “But
while you are writing, you are rarely
thinking about those grammar skills.
You are using other tools, such as
creative writing skills, to write the
novel. It was important you learned
the grammar skills, but they don’t
become the important skill in writing
the novel.”
Kavita Samudra works in Mumbai, India, programming for the U.S.
airline industry.
“Back in the U.S., it’s all about
cheap, cheap, cheap,” he said in
an e-mail interview. “It’s not only
about India being cheap. It’s quality
services. The fact that they’re getting
a quality product is why people are
coming to us.”
In a February article in Wire
magazine, reporter David H. Pink
wrote about his last trip to Mumbai.
“As I meet programmers and
executives, I hear lots of talk about
quality and focus and ISO and
CMM certifications and getting the
details right. But never — not once
— does anybody mention innovation,
creativity or changing the world.”
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SJSU soccer team falls to San Jose Earthquakes 1-0 in exhibition game
By Erik Lacayo
Daily Staff Writer

Susan D. Reno / Daily Staff
Spartan midfielder Aaron Perego and San Jose Earthquakes midfielder
Ronnie Ekelund fight for the ball during the first half of Tuesday’s
exhibition game at San Jose State University. Later in the first half
Ekelund scored a goal on a penalty kick, accounting for the only goal of
the game. Last year’s exhibition game between the Spartans and the
Earthquakes resulted in a 1-1 tie.

The San Jose State University
men’s soccer team played its first game
since November, against the defending
Major League Soccer Cup champions
on Tuesday.
The San Jose Earthquakes defeated
the Spartans 1-0 in the exhibition
game that was played at the SJSU
soccer field.
“It gives our players the chance to
play with arguably the best players
in the country,” said Spartan head
coach Gary St. Clair. “It’s a perk that
we can offer kids coming into this
program. The ability to play the MLS
champions is huge.”
The only goal of the game came
on a penalty kick by Earthquake
midfielder Ronnie Ekelund in the
first half.
St. Clair said that he thought the
Spartans played well, especially since
they did not get much practice time in
because of spring break.
“All in all, I was very pleased.
This was a very good start,” St. Clair
said. “They’re better than we are
one-versus-one, and our players still
challenged them and did a great job.”
The Earthquakes, who dropped
their season opener Saturday against
the D.C. United, are preparing for
their home opener this Saturday,
an MLS Cup rematch against the
Chicago Fire.
“We always like to play against
local teams,” Earthquake head coach
Dominic Kinnear said. “We played
well but could have scored more

goals.”
“They were giving a lot of guys
playing time, but they weren’t as
motivated to play us as we were to play
them,” St. Clair said.
While the Spartans did not
generate much offense, their defense
was able to contain the Earthquake’s
attack. Landon Donovan, the 2003
MLS Cup Most Valuable Player,
played the first half of the game and
had some scoring chances but could
not find the back of the net.
Spartan
defender
Richard
Halvorsen said when playing against
a world-class player such as Donovan,
you have to treat him like any other
player.
“You can’t look at the name on
back of the jersey,” Halvorsen said of
Donovan. “He played midfield today,
but we still had to watch out for him
streaking through and hope he doesn’t
crack a shot on you.”
St. Clair said his Spartans did
a good job of not letting the MLS
champs walk all over them.
“I wanted to make sure early on
that our players were not in awe of
these guys,” he said.
For an exhibition game, the Spartans played a physical game and were
able execute several slide tackles. The
physical play of the Spartans seemed
to surprise several Earthquake players
early on.
“(The Spartans) were very competitive and very physical,” Kinnear said.
Spartan goalkeeper Daniel Benton
played the first half of the game. It was
his first game back since suffering a
perforated intestine in August of last
season. He said he thought he played

well despite some rust.
On Ekelund’s penalty kick, Benton
said he dove to his right, where
Ekelund wanted to place the ball.
“He accidentally hit it down the
middle. He kind of got lucky,” Benton
said.
Benton’s eligibility for next season
is still up in the air. He is trying to get
an additional red shirt for being injured
for most of the last two seasons.
Spartan
midfielder
Francisco
Martinez is another player who was
injured last season and is unsure if
he will be eligible for next season. He
missed most of the season with a stress
fracture in his tibia. Martinez said he
saw his first action in nine months
Tuesday.
“Clearly there’s nobody we can
bring in, in terms of recruiting, that
are better than those two players,” St.
Clair said.
The Spartans, who were Mountain
Pacific Sports Federation champions
last season, will continue their
preseason schedule as they head up to
Cal Berkeley Saturday.
Cal eliminated the Spartans in
the first round of the 2003 NCAA
Tournament.
“I think we have a lot of confidence
going into spring,” Halverson said.
“I think we’ll be fired up going into
Cal.”
After the Spartans’ performance
against the defending MLS cup
champions, Martinez said he is
looking forward to their chance next
season.
“We should be top five in the
nation if everyone is healthy and
eligible,” Martinez said.

Spartan softball team sweeps doubleheader at St. Mary’s College, 6-5 and 4-1
Daily Staff Report
The San Jose State University softball team earned its second
doubleheader sweep of the season
Tuesday, winning both games at St.
Mary’s College.
SJSU jumped out to a 5-0 lead in
the first game before holding on for a
6-5 extra-inning victory. The Spartans
completed the sweep, winning the
second game 4-1 and improving their
overall record to 8-22.

The Spartan offense came to life in
the third inning of the first game with
five runs, giving SJSU a 5-0 lead.
The first six Spartan batters of
the inning all reached base safely.
Outfielder Jana Arde started the scoring with a two-run triple, scoring
shortstop Michelle Newbold and
center fielder Courtney Lewis.
Outfielder Elisa Barrios singled to
drive in Arde to make it 3-0. Designated player Jessica Guillen capped off
the inning with a two-run home run,
giving SJSU a five-run cushion.

The Spartan defense allowed the
Gaels to climb back into the game,
giving up three unearned runs on two
errors in the fourth inning.
St. Mary’s tied the game in the fifth
inning with two RBI doubles.
SJSU starting pitcher Carol Forbes
left the game in the bottom of the seventh inning with the score still tied.
Pitcher Kelli McCollister replaced
Forbes and got two outs to force the
game into extra innings.
Pinch hitter Lindsey Allen drove in
the eventual game-winning run with a

single off Gaels relief pitcher Jennifer
Eaton in the eighth inning.
McCollister pitched the bottom of
the eighth inning, earning her third
win of the season.
Becky Roark started the second
game pitching for SJSU and picked
up her first win of the season, receiving
four runs of support from the offense.
Allen drove in the first run of the
game in the fourth inning, bringing
home Newbold for a 1-0 lead. Barrios
scored two batters later, extending the
lead to 2-0.

Newbold, Barrios and Allen
combined for two more runs with a
two-out rally in the fifth inning.
The Spartans return home to play
two Western Athletic Conference
doubleheaders this week.
The Spartans are currently undefeated in the WAC, putting their 2-0
conference record on the line.
SJSU is scheduled to host Louisiana Tech University on Thursday at 1
p.m. at SJSU Field. The Spartans will
then face the University of Tulsa on
Saturday at noon.
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Giants start 2-0 with
victory at Houston
Associated Press
HOUSTON — Andy Pettitte
had Barry Bonds all figured out in his
National League debut. If only the
left-hander could have solved Neifi
Perez.
Pettitte, making his first start for
the Houston Astros, didn’t let Bonds
tie Willie Mays on the career homer
list but did give up a three-run double
to the light-hitting Perez in the San
Francisco Giants’ 7-5 victory Tuesday
night.
Pettitte’s previous 276 starts all
came with the New York Yankees,
where he spent his first nine major
league seasons. He signed a three-year
contract with his hometown Astros
in the offseason and helped coax his
buddy Roger Clemens out of retirement.
The Rocket makes his first NL
start on Wednesday.
Pettitte had never faced Bonds
until the slugger came up with two on
in the first, just one homer behind his
godfather, Mays, who sits at No. 3 on
the all-time list with 660.
Bonds grounded into an inningending double play, causing the usually
reserved Pettitte to give a Clemenslike fist-pump.
Pettitte got Bonds to pop out
in the fourth inning, but the giant
Giant turned out to be the least of his
worries.
The next three batters reached for
Perez, the No. 8 hitter, and he pulled
Pettitte’s offering to left for a basesclearing double.
With the Giants up 4-3 in the
sixth, Perez hit another RBI double to
deep center and scored on a pinch-hit
single by Pedro Feliz. Perez finished
4-for-4 with four RBIs.
That was it for Pettitte (0-1), who
left to a warm ovation despite the
rocky outing in which he yielded six
runs on 11 hits and two walks in 5 1-3
innings.
Brett Tomko gave up three runs
and seven hits in four-plus innings in
his debut with the Giants after signing
as a free agent in January.
Matt Herges, filling in for injured
Robb Nen as San Francisco’s closer,
got four outs for his second consecutive save. Herges retired Jeff Bagwell
with two on to end it.
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Calendar Stiles values college life, movie roles
Music
Chayanne is coming to the
Event Center at San Jose State
University, April 17. Tickets
are $40 to $65. Tickets available at Ticketmaster.
The Strokes will perform at the
Warfield Thursday at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $25 and available at
(408) 998-TIXS.
Beyonce, Alicia Keys and Missy
Elliot are scheduled to perform April 18 at 7 p.m. at the
Oakland Arena and April 20
at 7 p.m. Tickets available at
Ticketmaster.
Blink-182 and No Doubt
will perform at the Shoreline
Amphitheatre in Mountain
View on June 19 at 7 p.m.
Tickets are now on sale and
available through Ticketmaster,
starting at $48.75.
The Vines and Jet are performing at the Warfield Saturday
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $20. For
more information, call (408)
998-TIXS.
The Offspring are coming to
the Warfield April 15 at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $27.25 and go on
sale Sunday. For more information, call (408) 998-TIXS.
Kid Rock will be at the HP
Pavilion in San Jose April 23
at 8 p.m. For tickets, call (408)
287-9200. Tickets are $35.

Actress shares
interests, ideologies
and dorm life
By Carly Roden
Daily Staff Writer
In some ways, Julia Stiles has had the traditional
college adventure — staying up until the wee hours
of the morning debating current events with her
floor mates and dealing with rats in her residence
hall.
However, when you consider that most college
students have never been interviewed by Oprah
Winfrey, nor have their faces ever graced the
covers of Cosmo and Glamour, her life is certainly
unique.
One year away from getting a degree in English
from Columbia University in New York, Stiles said
it is fortune rather than fame that has made her
college experience different.
Having already established herself as a successful
actress, her education is more about personal
enrichment and is not going to make or break her
career, she said in a conference call last month.
“I’m lucky that I don’t have to be searching for
what I want to do after school. It’s more something
that I can do for my own enjoyment,” Stiles said.
“You know, I don’t have to worry about getting into
certain graduate schools. I don’t have to worry about
grades except for my own pride, really.”
Being a college student in real life has made it
easy for Stiles to relate to many of the characters she
plays on screen, including in her latest release, “The
Prince & Me,” which opened Friday.
In the film, Stiles plays the role of Paige, a premed student at a Wisconsin university who falls in
love with a foreign exchange student named Eddie
who, unbeknownst to her, is the prince of Denmark.

“It was a stretch for me to come to terms with
certain aspects that were similar between me and
my character,” Stiles said. “I learned that I, like
Paige, have a tendency to sort of run away and be
very guarded and very focused on my own schedule,
future and career. That sometimes is a way of making myself not vulnerable to other people, including
boys.”
Stiles said that this realization has prompted her
to try and change that aspect of her personality.
For last December’s “Mona Lisa Smile,” Stiles
struggled to identify with her character and again
had to look within herself, examining her own
thoughts about feminism and women’s roles in
society.
Having grown up with feminist ideals, Stiles said
it was difficult for her to understand her character’s
decision to sacrifice an education at a prestigious
law school in exchange for marriage and family.
“Then I had to stop thinking about abstract ideas
like feminism … and think about this character who
is really in love with her fiancée,” Stiles said.
“That was what was going to make her the most
happy. She makes that choice and that is just as
much of a strong feminist choice as any other.”
Stiles said that as an English major, she looks at
plays and scripts from the outside and analyzes the
work as a whole.
“But when I go and have to try and act in them,
Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures I have to think of it differently,” she said. “My apJulia Stiles plays the role of Paige in her new- proach has to be different. It has to be much more
personalized.”
est movie, “The Prince & Me,” which opened
An obvious fan of drama and literature, Stiles
nationwide Friday.
has taken on several roles in works by Shakespeare,
including film versions of “Hamlet” and “Othello”
Upon discovering his identity, Paige must choose and a modern-day remake of “Taming of the
between the future she had planned and following Shrew.”
her heart to the other side of the globe.
While she often plays the wholesome girl-next“There has to be, on some sort of visceral level, door in romantic comedies, Stiles said she does not
something that I connect to,” Stiles said of the parts feel that she has been typecast.
she accepts.
“I think it’s very easy to be pigeonholed and have
To combat the monotony of playing familiar people offer you the same sort of parts because it’s a
roles, Stiles said she must find new ways to chal- repetition of what was successful,” Stiles said.
lenge herself as an actress and that understanding
“But I feel like all I can do is keep making
her characters often brings the opportunity for choices based on what will excite me about going
personal growth.
to work every day.”

‘Girl Next Door’ worth peeking at

Yes is having a 35th anniversary tour, stopping for a concert
at the HP Pavilion on April 17
at 8 p.m. Tickets range from
$35 to $75.50 and are available
through Ticketmaster.
Misc.
Vintage Volkswagen Club
of America is sponsoring a
Volkswagen Car Show, Swap
Meet and Toy Show April 18
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
San Jose Historical Musuem.
For more information, call
(408) 683-0154.
Henry Rollins will be on SJSU
for a Spoken Word Event in
the Barrett Ballroom at 8 p.m.
on April 17. For more information, contanct Student Union,
Inc. at (408) 924-6350.
Plays
The San Jose Musuem of Art is
showing “Domestic Odyssey”
through July 3. The artwork
is by a group of national and
international artists who use
everyday items and transform
them into thought-provoking
pieces reflecting cultural issues.
Call (408)291-5386.
Cats will be performed at the
Contemporary Asian Theater
Scene in San Jose. Opening
night is April 16 and will
run throughout the weekend.
Tickets range from $5 to $20.
For more information, call
(408) 938-3594.

Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures

Girl-next-door and former-porn-star Danielle (Elisha Cuthbert) befriends her class president neighbor Matthew Kidman (Emile Hirsch). “The Girl Next Door” opens nationwide Friday.
By Claudia Plascencia
Daily Staff Writer
The beginning of “The Girl Next
Door” is very predictable and seems to
be just “another teen movie,” but the
second half is full of some unexpected
twists and outrageous scenes that
make this comedy somewhat resemble
“Risky Business,” the 1983 film star-

REVIEW
ring Tom Cruise.
“The Girl Next Door,” directed by
Luke Greenfield, who also directed
“The Animal,” starts out very generic
with the introduction of Matthew
Kidman (Emile Hirsch), a high school
senior who is an unpopular, straightarrow class president.
He finds out he is accepted to a
prestigious university, and all he needs
to do is come up with a knock-out
speech that will win him a scholarship.
He thinks he has it all together, but
when he comes home one day after
school and notices a hot girl moving
into his neighbor’s house, all of his
plans change.

That night, Danielle (Elisha
Cuthbert), the girl next door, catches
Matthew watching her undress
through the bedroom window, and she
goes over to his house and speaks to
his parents.
But instead of telling his parents,
she asks that Matthew show her
around town.
Matthew and Danielle start
hanging out together, but the instant
connection between them seems sort
of unbelievable and the montages
that follow of what seems to be their
“whirlwind romance” and all the
crazy things she makes him do are too
“lovey-dovey.”
Matthew later finds out from Eli
(Chris Marquette), one of his nerd

friends who is addicted to porn, that
the girl he is falling for is actually a
porn star.
Instead of being overjoyed after
seeing parts of a porn movie starring
Danielle, Matthew is angry but is
somehow convinced by Eli to take her
to a motel and see her wild side.
Danielle finds out Matthew knows
about her past life and packs her
things to head back to her old life with
her old boyfriend and manager Kelly
(Timothy Olyphant).
Matthew pleads with Danielle to
stay and not go back to her old life,
but she takes off with Kelly to a porn
convention in Las Vegas.
This is where the adventure
begins and this movie actually starts to
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become a comedy.
Matthew doesn’t find it difficult
to convince his friends Eli and Klitz
(Paul Dano) to join him on a road trip
to the porn convention in Las Vegas.
Eli and Klitz pretend to be porn
directors and almost get killed by an
ogre 10 times their size, while Matthew almost gets beaten up when Kelly
realizes that Danielle is having second
thoughts and Matthew is threatening
to take away his best actress.
When Danielle is finally convinced
by Matthew to leave her life as a porn
star for good, Kelly decides that it’s
payback time for Matthew.
One day while hanging out with
Matthew, Kelly finds out about a
$25,000 account of funds he had raised
to bring a genius from Cambodia to
study in the United States.
Kelly romances a bank teller with
his slick moves and poses as Matthew’s
teacher to close out the account and
take off with the money.
To get the money back, Kelly
makes Matthew break into the mansion of Kelly’s biggest competitor in
the porn world, Hugo Posh ( James
Remar), to steal his most prized
possession — a penis-shaped award he
won for his films.
All this happens just a few hours
before Matthew’s big speech and, to
top it off, Matthew takes a couple pills
from Kelly that he thinks are aspirin
but are actually ecstasy.
After being stranded by Kelly at
the mansion, Matthew somehow gets
rescued by Danielle, a hilarious scene.
This movie has its ups and downs,
but the porn-film scheme they come
up with is hilarious and is the highlight
of this film rather than any romance.
Although in the beginning, the
focus lies on their fling, the rest of the
film features many other characters
whose comedic performances add
humor and some good laughs.
The only real downside to this film
is that at times the sexual content can
be a bit overwhelming and uncomfortable, even for an open-minded person.
“The Girl Next Door” opens
nationwide on Friday.
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Sassy lyricist
shares energy
By Maria Villalobos
Daily Staff Writer
Marianne Pillsbury’s debut album,
“The Wrong Marianne” is hip, fun
and quirky.
Pillsbury, a songwriter and lead
vocalist, plays the rhythm guitar on
all songs, with Sandy Brockwell on
the bass and David Oromaner on the
drums.

REVIEW
Bonnie Hayes, the producer of
the record, noticed Pillsbury when
she moved out to San Francisco from
New York. Hayes describes the album
as “Liz Phair and Chrissie Hynde taking the Vines on a raucous road trip.”
According to her Web site,
Pillsbury was born in the 1970s in
Portland, Maine, and attended Brown
University. After moving to New
York, she worked as an advertising
copywriter for several years.

Pillsbury said she started her band,
The Marianne Pillsburys, two years
ago after her not-so glamorous career
in advertising.
Pillsbury said she does perform
solo but prefers to play with the band.
“It’s definitely more fun,” Pillsbury said. “There’s more energy when
we’re all together.”
Pillsbury’s lyrics are sassy, simple
and full of easy-to-listen-to, catchy
phrases, edging toward dejected love
experiences, which she tells in a
somewhat humorous fashion.
“Supersize,” the first single on the
album, is a charming tune. The lyrics
are amusing and she sings about being
so in love she loses herself.
“I want your face to be my whole
landscape. When you breathe in,
you’re breathing more than oxygen
and hydrogen and nitrogen. You’re
breathing my whole being in.”
Pillsbury uses her creativity to spur
a whimsical melody to her album,
which sounds like a fresh, new-age
Go-Go’s band.
“Boo Hoo” is a funky song, and
in it Pillsbury rants about a girlfriend
who is complaining about her
boyfriend.
“When I stay in bed all day, they
call it depression. When two people
stay in bed all day, it’s called passion. So, when my girlfriend sheds
a tear ’cause she doesn’t think her
boyfriend’s intentions are sincere …
well, I say ‘Boo hoo!’ ”
“Swallow a Fly” is a hilarious
anecdote of a girl wanting a special
guy to notice her and she doesn’t
know why she likes him.
“Standing in line on a Saturday
night, buying dandruff shampoo …
Sitting at home on a Saturday night,
leaving ten messages for you. You
could be screening your calls right
now and I wouldn’t have a clue … I
don’t know why I like you … I would
swallow a fly. Perhaps I’ll die.”
“Supersize,” “Boo Hoo” and
“Swallow a Fly” are immediate likes
and are the kind of songs that teenage
girls will be cranking their stereos to
and singing around campus.
The infectious lyrics, which at
times sound like Pillsbury is ranting,
are matched well with the gritty and
slashing guitars that give the album an
upbeat sound.
Pillsbury describes her music as
“punky-hook-laden,
alterna-poprock,” and she said her lyrics are
“smart-ass.”
The band is currently performing
on the West Coast, promoting its new
album.
It plays tonight at 9 p.m. at the Red
Devil Lounge in San Francisco.
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The Rock satisfies need for testosterone rush
By Erik Lacayo
Daily Staff Writer

Usher releases
fourth album
By Carly Roden
Daily Staff Writer

Just when you thought the tortured memories of your last breakup
were tucked away safely in your
subconscious, here comes the achingly soulful voice of Usher, tugging
at your heartstrings with the lyrics to
his latest ballad, “Burn.”

In The Rock’s latest project, he
decides to take the law into his own
hands and beats up a bunch of bad
guys with a two-by-four. With no
cheesy special effects, “Walking Tall”
is simply a good old-fashioned guy
movie.

REVIEW

REVIEW
With “Walking Tall” being
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson’s third
starring role, it is safe to say that he
is the greatest wrestler-turned-actor to
date — sorry, Hulkster.
With “The Scorpion King” and
“The Rundown” already under his
championship belt, the Rock is the
biggest action star going. He is the
Arnold and Sly of this generation, just
without the accents.
“Walking Tall” is a remake of the
1973 cult classic with the same title
and is inspired by the true story of
Buford Pusser. Unlike the original,
which takes place in the rural South,
the new version is set in a small Pacific
Northwest town.
The Rock plays a soldier named
Chris Vaughn who returns to his
hometown and finds it is not the same
as when he left it. The mill where his
father used to work closed down, and
the town’s new economic center is a
corrupt casino owned by his old friend,
Jay Hamilton (Neal McDonough).
Chris and Jay quickly turn into
enemies when a night at the casino
turns bad and security guards leave
Chris for dead in a back alley.
Chris also reunites with his former
best friend Ray Templeton ( Johnny
Knoxville). Ray is Chris’ trusted
sidekick and adds humor to what is
generally a serious film.
After seeing the corruption running rampant in his hometown and
realizing the local authorities will not
do anything about it, Chris snaps and
destroys part of the casino and gets
arrested.
In a ridiculous courtroom scene,
Chris convinces the jury to let him off
and inspires the town people to elect
him the new sheriff.
Chris makes Ray his deputy, and
for the rest of the movie it seems like
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Photo courtesy of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Inc.
Jay (Neal McDonough), left, and Chris (The Rock) come to blows in MGM Pictures’ action drama “Walking Tall,” which opened Friday.
they are the only two officers in the how the conflict could be wrapped up at least another 20 minutes of screen Watching Knoxville’s hilarious brand
whole town. Their crooked brand of so quickly.
time. The Rock makes viewers believe of fighting is alone worth the price of
law enforcement used to fight the
The Rock, who used to beat up that he is truly standing up for what admission.
casino owner and his henchmen people in a wrestling ring, and Knox- is right.
Despite a few shortcomings, the
makes the setting seem like a modern ville, who used to beat up himself on
The villains in this film also suc- Rock and Knoxville make “Walking
day Wild West.
MTV, are able to hold their own on ceed because they make the viewers Tall” a must-see for guys who like
This movie does have its shortcom- the big screen.
root against them.
movies.
ings. It’s not even 90 minutes long,
The Rock and Knoxville make
“Walking Tall” is a good action
The film opened nationwide
and it leaves the viewer wondering this film worth seeing but deserved flick with fast-paced fight scenes. Friday.

Even before his fourth album,
“Confessions,” was released on
March 23, R&B fans bombarded
radio stations with requests for the
song that both dumpers and dumpees
everywhere can relate to.
The album, which sold more than
a million copies in its first week,
according to Nielsen SoundScan, set
a record for male R&B artists.
“Confessions” tells intimate stories about love, lust and lament that
leave listeners wondering whether
the scandalous accounts were ripped
from the diary of the singer himself.
With sought-after talents like
Nelly, Jermaine Dupri and the Neptunes producing some of its tracks,
the album offers melodies and beats
that make it as infectious musically as
it is lyrically.
And what club-worthy album
would be complete without the occasional “What?!?!” or “OK!” from Lil
Jon? Of course, Usher had to enlist
the sounds of fellow Atlanta natives
Lil Jon and Ludacris to perfect the
hip-hop anthem, “Yeah!” which
has held tight to the No. 1 spot on
Billboard’s Hot 100 for seven straight
weeks.
With lines like “You’ve never felt
it like this” and “Don’t trip, I got
protection,” Usher makes “That’s
What It’s Made For” the hottest
track of all. The song’s steady, sexy
beat is just enough to place it among
the ranks of L.L. Cool J’s “Doin’ It”
and Too Short’s “Call Me” in the
Freaky Hall of Fame.
The mood of the album goes from
flirtatious and playful to downright
depressing in a matter of minutes, but
that’s the beauty of it. “Confessions”
is packed with candid lyrics that are
a catharsis for some and a sock in the
gut for others. Regardless of how the
stories hit a listener, they’ll be left
wanting to hear more.
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